NAPOLEON  III
time to witness the death of the mother to whom he owed
so much. The political testament which Hortense left
behind her is a masterpiece of bold common sense,
*The proper line for the Bonapartes to take', said she,
*is to make out that they are everybody's friends. They
are the mediators . . . We must never weary of affirming
that the Emperor was infallible and that he had the
country's interests at heart in all he did. If you say a
thing often enough, people come to believe it. In France
you can always get the best of an argument by appealing
to History. No one reads it and everyone believes in it
... As I have told you: look well ahead. There's not
a comedy or a drama going on under your eyes that
doesn't give you a chance of intervening like a deus ex
machinal Finally "The world can easily be caught twice
with the same bait/ And that is just what happened.
Exiled to England after the death of Hortense, Louis
Napoleon, in 1839, published his Idles Napoleoniennes^ in
which he speaks of the founder of his dynasty as of a god.
In this work he sums up the gist of his ideas: Peace to be
established in Europe by observing the principle of
nationality in the delimitation of frontiers; adjustment
of the claims of liberty and authority, the distribution of
land not under cultivation, the working-class to be free
to own land, freedom of trade. All this was at the very
time when Prince de Joinville was bringing Napoleon's
ashes back to France. Surely this was the right moment
if any was. He landed at Boulogne, a plucked eagle on
his shoulder, and was arrested even more promptly than
at Strasbourg. It looked as if he would be laughed off the
stage. It was the rigour of his sentence that saved him.